Burmese Theatrical Orchestra @ www.molli.org.uk/burma


Teachers’ notes: Caskets

In this series of lesson activities children will prepare a box of props, scripts (and possibly theme music) to pass on to another group to perform.
Target: KS2, especially applicable to year 5 literacy strategy. 

Curriculum links: a detailed curriculum fit is provided in appendix 1 below.

Activity
The Class is split into groups of about six children. Each group is given a different Jataka story to read. The task for each group is then to produce a play casket full of everything (props, script etc) that another group of children would need to dramatise the story for their class. When all the groups have filled their casket and perhaps decorated it they exchange their casket with another group who then use it to develop and build a performance.

The performances can be improvised with a little rehearsal or worked on more extensively to produce a very polished script and performance. The aim though should be towards dramatic simplicity so that the children and teacher can focus on the quality of their work, contributions, the enjoyment of dramatising and a successful outcome for each group. Appreciation of each other’s work and perhaps time for the children to talk to each other about the experience could be built in if time allows.

The Jataka stories 

These can be found online at www.molli.org.uk/burma and printed out by either the teacher or the children. Stories which seem to offer potential for simple dramatisation are;

The Girl Monkey and the String of Pearls

The Lesson of the Chatterbox Tortoise

The Woodpecker, Turtle and Deer

The Penny-wise Monkey

The Three Fishes

The Brave Little Bowman

The Red-Bud Tree

The Elephant and the Dog

The Otters and the Wolf

To maximise the surprise element teachers may wish to choose the story for each group. Having read the story through twice the children will need to decide what they will need to put in the casket so that another group can produce the story. They may not put the complete text of the story in. The aim is to encourage them to dramatise.

Optional preparatory work in the classroom

The children are given a short story or asked to think about a well-known tale and identify all its parts.

Brainstorming they help the teacher fill an image on the board with all the pieces of the story.

E.g.

Cinderella; draw a big glass slipper on board and fill it with story structure elicited from the children

Settings - Cinderella’s house, the ballroom, outside the house when the coach appears and disappears

Characters -Cinderella, stepsisters etc.

Storyline or plot

Dialogue -who says what

The children and teacher then discuss how they could turn it into a play. 

E.g. Settings through scenery, signs, sounds, music, announcements, clapperboards

Characters through costumes, hats, movements, shoes, gloves, make-up, masks, jewellery, wigs, props e.g. fairy wand, music, announced descriptions, asides (as in panto), dialogue and voice, facial expressions.

Storyline or plot through narrators, signs, sound effects and music, commentators, tape recordings, dialogue, actions and mime or movements.

Script

The teacher may wish to explain that much of this information can be written down into a script. A lesson on script writing and formatting may be needed (see ICT and Literacy in Appendix 1).
Hopefully the children will reflect on their own visits to the theatre when coming up with information. This session needs to be as short and light as possible.

Preparing the caskets: the drama activity

Having read the stories twice each group of children needs to discuss what they could put in their casket to help another group produce a performance. They will need encouragement to keep it simple.

Helpful Hints –What might go in the casket

· Show character by using symbolic props, a hat, a mask, a tail

· Show settings by using signs, a painting, an ornate cushion, projection of images on ohp.

· They could put in an instrument for a sound effect. 

· Water could be represented using ribbons, material, paper fish on sticks, a musical accompaniment.

· Props don’t have to be things, they can be made by actions e.g. make a net by everybody joining hands, make a carriage with your bodies etc. The children could put an instruction note in the casket.

· Make a simple script with the dialogue of the narrator and the main characters.  

· Children could make notes as they go along of what they will need to find to put in the casket. The teacher may be able to help provide some of these, the children may need to make some. They can put in a” you will need “list for larger items,  e.g.  a chair 

· Some doubling up might be needed where a child plays two or more characters, a note could be included to suggest this. 

Ideas 

The children’s ideas will hopefully be ingenious but here are a few ideas if anyone gets stuck! These are based around The Girl Monkey and the String of Pearls.

The Girl Monkey and the String of Pearls

King- a card or paper crown-gold paper and generous blobs of glitter glue.

His garden- a row of card painted flowers, sound effect of bird song, scattering of birdseed, a watering can.

The lake- all roll their trouser legs up or remove, footwear and mime paddling or swimming. Plastic ducks, a deckchair, a cardboard swan.

Queen- long gloves, paper crown, tiara make from headband and glittery bits. 

String of pearls- a borrowed necklace or make one using a bead kit, or papier mache.

Servant-apron or tray.

Girl Monkey-musical accompaniment, plaited tail with a bow on, mask, hair with adornment, face paints.

Monkeys-rolled brown paper tails, card ears on plastic or card headbands, masks on sticks. Sound of chattering vocals, instrumentation.

Tree Branches- none, use some real ones, card, another child forms shape and holds paper leaves, a ladder.

Guard-Badge with ‘guard’ written on them swords, dark glasses. A torch.

Beads-make from paper rolls, clay, bead sets, borrowed, second-hand shops, even mime them.

Bushes-children mime.

Providing the Script

A lesson on script writing may be necessary before the caskets are completed

This will probably need to include:

Title of piece

Narrator’s dialogue

Characters’ dialogue

Stage directions / though these will probably be included in the narration.

Action notes; e.g. make the shape of a tree and its branches so that you look like you are holding the girl monkey.

Where hints may be needed as to what a prop might be for, a help envelope could be included and opened if the group using the made up casket have difficulty knowing what a prop might be for. E.g. use the wind chimes every time the girl monkey enters.

A lesson on script writing may be necessary before the caskets are completed.

A musical score or notation for music!

Organising the Casket’s Contents

Once the children have decided what they are going to put in their box they will need to:

· consult with you the teacher and organise making or finding their contents

· write their script

· make and decorate their caskets. See online links to Lacquerware collection for ideas

· rehearse and compose any music. See www.molli.org.uk/burma to compose on traditional Burmese Theatrical Instruments. (The children could also replicate the music using similar sounding instruments in school.)

In traditional Burmese puppet theatre music was used in a number of interesting ways:

· before a performance cymbals and drums would be played to let people in the street know that a performance was about to start;

· shortly before a performance music was played to set the ‘atmosphere’;

· during a performance, each puppet  had its own individual tune, a signature tune that is played whenever it appears on stage;

· during a performance theme music was also used to accompany and describe events, for example entering a dark forest.

During the performance music can either be played live on-line or from a recording on-line or on tape. To record to tape you can plug a tape recorder into the computer (e.g. line-out socket on computer to microphone or line-in on tape recorder.)

Exchanging the caskets

Once completed the caskets can be exchanged and explored. 

When working on a performance of the story they have received the groups will need a teacher’s guidance to keep their momentum going and help them make decisions. You could assign yourself the role of director for each group to help in this. You may wish to appoint an assistant director to help organise the rehearsals giving a few sensitive tips to help them. The groups could show you their final run-through before they show the rest of the class.

If you have lighting facilities you may wish to involve these.

Appendix 1: Detailed Curriculum Fit

English

Speaking and Listening KS2

Speaking  

1 e)
include relevant detail

Listening 

2 c) make relevant comments

d) listen to others' reactions

e) ask questions to clarify their understanding
Group discussion and interaction 

3.
To join in as members of a group, pupils should be taught to:

a)
take turns in speaking

b)
relate their contributions to what has gone on before

c)
take different views into account

d)
extend their ideas in the light of discussion

e)
give reasons for opinions and actions.

10.
The range of purposes should include:

a)
making plans and investigating

b)
sharing ideas and experiences

c)
commenting and reporting.

Drama 

4.
To participate in a range of drama activities, pupils should be taught to:

a)
use language and actions to explore and convey situations, characters and emotions

b)
create and sustain roles individually and when working with others

c)
comment constructively on drama they have watched or in which they have taken part.

11.
The range should include:

a)
working in role

b)
presenting drama and stories to others [for example, telling a story through tableaux or using a narrator]

responding to performances.

Language variation 

6

c)
between spoken and written forms [for example, the differences between transcribed speech, direct speech and reported speech].

Speaking 

8.
The range should include:

a)
reading aloud

b)
presenting to different audiences

c)
extended speaking for different purposes.

Listening 

9.
The range should include opportunities for pupils to listen to:

live talks/readings/presentations

c)
others in groups.

En2 Reading

Knowledge, skills and understanding

PRIVATE
Understanding texts

2 Pupils should be taught to:

a use inference and deduction

b look for meaning beyond the literal

c make connections between different parts of a text [for example, how stories begin and end, what has been included and omitted in information writing]

d use their knowledge of other texts they have read.

PRIVATE
Reading for information

3 Pupils should be taught to:

a PRIVATE
scan texts to find information

b skim for gist and overall impression

c  specific information through detailed reading

d draw on different features of texts, including print, sound and image, to obtain meaning

e use organisational features and systems to find texts and information

Literature 

4 To develop understanding and appreciation of literary texts, pupils should be taught to: 

c identify how character and setting are created, and how plot, narrative structure and themes are developed

d recognise the differences between author, narrator and character

I read stories, poems and plays aloud.

Breadth of study

Literature

8. 

e texts drawn from a variety of cultures and traditions

f myths, legends and traditional stories

g playscripts

En3 Writing

Knowledge, skills and understanding

PRIVATE
Composition
1 Pupils should be taught to: 

a choose form and content to suit a particular purpose [for example, notes to read or organise thinking, plans for action, poetry for pleasure] 

e use features of layout, presentation and organisation effectively
Planning and drafting 

2. To develop their writing on paper and on screen, pupils should be taught to:

a plan - note and develop initial ideas 

b draft - develop ideas from the plan into structured written text

c revise - change and improve the draft

d proof read - check the draft for spelling and punctuation errors, omissions and repetitions

e present - prepare a neat, correct and clear final copy

f discuss and evaluate their own and others' writing.

Punctuation

3. Pupils should be taught to use punctuation marks correctly in their writing, including full stops, question and exclamation marks, commas, inverted commas, and apostrophes to mark possession and omission.

Breadth of study

10. Pupils should also be taught to use writing to help their thinking, investigating, organising and learning. 

11. The range of readers for writing should include teachers, the class, other children, adults, the wider community and imagined readers.

12. The range of forms of writing should include narratives, poems, playscripts, reports, explanations, opinions, instructions, reviews, commentaries.

ICT & Literacy

The ‘casket’ series of drama activities can include the use of ICT in the literacy hour as it includes rewriting a story downloaded from the internet as a playscript. This could be effectively achieved using MS Word. 

ICT in the Literacy Hour. CD-ROM example of Year 3: standard computer with a large monitor being used for shared reading and writing. (Go to the ‘menu’,  then click ‘how should I get there?’, then click ‘Year 3’)

DfES 2001, ICT in the Literacy Hour: Whole Class Teaching, Londond: DfES 0620/2001.

ICT Key stage 2

In using the Burmese instruments at molli.org.uk/burma to compose and replay accompanying music for their drama, in conducting further research on the WWW, and in using ICT to download and adapt a Jataka tale (possibly using a word processor), the following aspects of the ICT KS2 NC may be addressed:

Finding things out

1 
Pupils should be taught:

a)
to talk about what information they need and how they can find and use it [for example, searching the internet or a CD-ROM]

Developing ideas and making things happen

2 
Pupils should be taught:

a)
how to develop and refine ideas by bringing together, organising and reorganising text, tables, images and sound as appropriate 

Exchanging and sharing information

3.
Pupils should be taught:

a)
how to share and exchange information in a variety of forms, including musical compositions

Reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it progresses

4.
Pupils should be taught to:

a)
review what they and others have done to help them develop their ideas

b)
describe and talk about the effectiveness of their work with ICT, comparing it with other methods and considering the effect it has on others 

c)
talk about how they could improve future work.

Breadth of study

5.
During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through:

a)
working with a range of information to consider its characteristics and purposes [for example, collecting factual data from the internet]

b)
working with others to explore a variety of information sources and ICT tools [for example, searching the internet for information about a different part of the world, designing textile patterns using graphics software, using ICT
Music Key stage 2

In using the Burmese instruments at molli.org.uk/burma to compose and perform theme music, background music or signature tunes (musical epithets) the following aspects of the KS2 music NC may be addressed:

Controlling sounds through singing and playing - performing skills

1.
Pupils should be taught how to:

b)
play tuned and untuned instruments with control and rhythmic accuracy

c)
practise, rehearse and present performances with an awareness of the audience.

Creating and developing musical ideas - composing skills

2.
Pupils should be taught how to:

a)
improvise, developing rhythmic and melodic material when performing

b)
explore, choose, combine and organise musical ideas within musical structures.

Responding and reviewing - appraising skills

3.
Pupils should be taught how to:

a)
analyse and compare sounds

b)
explore and explain their own ideas and feelings about music using movement, dance, expressive language and musical vocabulary

c)
improve their own and others' work in relation to its intended effect.

Listening, and applying knowledge and understanding

4.
Pupils should be taught:

b)
how the combined musical elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and silence can be used to communicate different moods and effects

c)
how music is produced in different ways [for example, through the use of different resources, including ICT] and described through relevant established and invented notations

d)
how time and place can influence the way music is created, performed and heard 

Breadth of study

5.
During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through:

a)
a range of musical activities that integrate performing, composing and appraising

b)
responding to a range of musical and non-musical starting points

c)
working on their own, in groups of different sizes and as a class

d)
using ICT to capture, change and combine sounds

e)
a range of live and recorded music from different times and cultures 
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